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Rafiya was born in Los Angeles to 
Congolese parents: a diplomat father 
and a sociologist mother. Due to her 
father’s career, she traveled 
extensively during her formative years: 
living in Congo (Democratic Republic), 
the Cape Verde Islands, Benin, 
Senegal, Guinea, Barbados and Ivory 
Coast. She moved to Philadelphia in 
2001 to attend Temple University 
where she double majored in Sociology
 and Spanish, and graduated in 2006 
with honors. 
While attending school full-time in the 
aforementioned nations, Rafiya found 
time to work with local artists, 
absorbing their techniques and wisdom
 all the while enriching her sound. She 
has worked with Oscar Kidjo, recorded 
in Youssou N’Dour’s studio and 
toured France and North Africa with 
French rap star, Mokobe. 
Every passing collaboration, studio 
session and performance strengthened
 her ever-present belief that she would 
be spending her life making music; 
making people smile, dance and think. 
Rafiya writes and sings about the 
human experience in French and 
English but regardless of your native 
tongue, her passion translates itself in 
the melody. Parlez-vous Rafiya?

 

"
LATEST NEWS

 

STATS

VISITS PLAYS
1,796 27
STREAMS DOWNLOADS
27 0

FEATURED SONGS

1 A Song For Haiti (You Are Not Abandoned) Rhythm & 
Blues

2 Amazing Acoustic
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